
Egon Diczfalusy

19 September 1920
18 September 2016

in memoriam of his 
100th birthday



The Five Epochs of Egon 

Diczfalusy’s life

• Growing in his native Hungary

• The days at the Hormonlaboratoriet

• Founding the WHO Expanded Programme of 

Research in Human Reproduction 

• Working for an ageing humanity

• ED phone home: The E&AD Foundation





“A family in arms”



1894
The Wedding 
picture of 
Egon 
Diczfalusy’s
grand parents





Miskolc
Egon
Diczfalusy 
birth place 
in north-
eastern 
Hungary



An old 
picture of 
the street 
where he 
first lived

Miskolc



The Sir Henry Dale Lecture for 1978

Reproductive endocrinology and the merry 
post-war period

An autobiography
Egon R. Diczfalusy



“How did I become a reproductive
endocrinologist? By the Hungarian approach.
As a second year medical student at the
University of Szeged, I was working in the
Department of Pathology and Bacteriology of
Professor György Ivánovics and my first task
was to repeat a study by the Nobel laureate
Prof. Hans von Euler and his co-workers in
Stockholm, who found transaminase activity
in suspensions of yeast and E. Coli bacilli”



“I just could not confirm their findings and
my Professor felt that I must publish this.
This negative report (Diczfalusy, 1942) was
my first publication; it was probably
instrumental in bringing me to Stockholm
after the war, when I had the privilege of
working as professor Hans von Euler’s
assistant during the years 1946-1947”.





Nobel laureate
Hans von Euler,
Egon Diczfalusy's
First Professor
At the Karolinska 
Institute in 
Stockholm



The question of 

re-animation by 

bacterial cells





Axel Westman 

Professor at 
Karolinska and 
second father 
to Egon. 
He prematurely 
died in 1960.



He was Egon’s teacher in research in 
obstetrics and gynecology and was famous 
for his studies on tubal motility in rabbits; 
he created a small glass window into the 
abdomen and registered the tubal 
movements during 24 hours or longer.
He was also his master in teaching him the 
real Swedish way of drinking both 
"folkconjac" and genuine Martell. 





Egon 
Diczfalusy 
doctorate 

Thesis



His first main 
international 
achievement

The Swedish 
press
reports on a $ 
500’000 grant 
to 
E. Diczfalusy by 
the Ford 
Foundation



Foreign scientists at the 
Hormone Laboratory in 1975





The first 
meeting at 

which I 
presented a 
paper with 

Egon













The end and the beginning of an era:

Are you going to the Population
Council because you will get a better
salary, or because you like better
the type of research they do there,
or because you will be able to do
better politicking there?











A modern interpretation of history is said to
be based on the analysis of the history of
ideas. The history of the second part of the
20th century represents an entirely new
departure in this respect: for the first time in
the history of mankind the policies emerging
from World Conferences organised by the
various Specialised Agencies of the United
Nations broadened views and perceptions.

Egon Diczfalusy 1990









I myself represent the future.
Yes, you heard right, I said the
future. I represent the future of the
past! As Paul Valéry puts it: “Are you
not the future of all memories
stored within you? The future of the
past ” .

Egon Diczfalusy, 2006



“The wind of new realities is
blowing with increasing strength.
It is up to us to decide whether
we prefer protective windscreens
or new types of windmills.”



“The demographic revolution and our common 

future. Too many grandparents for too few 

grandchildren: quo vadimus?”

by Egon Diczfalusy



Awarding 
of a 

Degree 
Honoris 
Causa 
by the 

University 
of 

Edinburgh



The Prince Mahidol Prize



EGONS FIFTH LIFE:

“ED Phone Home”



Return 
to the 
future:
Szeged











Ealusy Foundation
for

supporting research in reproductive health

Empathy, Science, Hope Medicina anchora salutis

Announcing the establishment of the Egon and Ann
Diczfalusy Foundation for 

the Support of Scientific Work 
conducted in the field of Reproductive Health

SZEGED, HUNGARY, 18-20 SEPTEMBER 2007
Venue: University of Szeged Faculty of General Medicine
Albert Szent-Gyorgyi Medical and Pharmaceutical Center,

Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology

H-6725 Szeged, Semmelweis street 1, Hungary

Address for correspondence: H-6701 Szeged, POB: 427 

Telephone: +36 (62) 545-491, Telefax: +36 (62) 545-711

E-mail: csucs@obgyn.szote.u-szeged.hu



Egon did not found an Empire, but he 
forever shaped our lives



Tristo è quel discepolo che non 
supera il suo maestro

Unworthy is the disciple who 
does not overtake his master

Leonardo Da Vinci







The official story
and 

the true (?)  story

Egon Diczfalusy, professor emeritus
Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm

Sweden.














